Magnetic resonance imaging of the lumbar spine. A comparison with computed tomography and myelography.
Two hundred and fifty patients were referred for magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the lumbar spine. Computed tomography (CT) and MRI were performed in 50 patients and MRI, CT and myelography in 20 patients. Twenty patients had surgical confirmation of the imaging studies. MRI was best for demonstrating degenerated discs. MRI was better than CT for demonstrating disc bulge without herniation, and MRI was slightly better for herniated disc demonstration than CT. Myelography did not demonstrate degenerated discs.